


Observe Caution at Holiday Time
 he holidays are here  
 and along with them,  
 the social gatherings of 
family, friends and co-workers.  
Food, fun and holiday cheer are 
flowing, therefore it is critical to 
remember to drive responsibly and 
never drink and drive.  This is the 
season of the designated driver and 
it is our hope that you will think 
ahead and plan for the journey home. 
Our attorneys have prosecuted civil 
claims for damages against drunk 
drivers who have caused injuries and 
against taverns who sell alcohol to 
intoxicated persons who then drive 
drunk and cause injury.

We encourage you to drive 
sensibly, to wear a seatbelt and 
follow the rules of the road. 
However, should you be involved 
in an auto accident at any time, we 
offer this advice:
 
• Get immediate medical attention.  
Be sure to tell the doctor you were 
in an auto accident as your auto 
insurance will be responsible for 
the medical bills even if you have 
health insurance.
• Cooperate with the police but do 

not speak with anyone else 
• Obtain the name and address of the 
other driver and any witnesses.  Do 
not  assume the police will gather 
this information
• Promptly contact your insurance 
carrier. You have an obligation to 
provide your insurance company 
with any information they request, 
often within limited time periods.
• DO NOT speak to any 
representative of the other driver’s 
insurance company
• Call Lacy Katzen LLP
 
The firm has handled thousands of 
personal injury cases throughout 
the years and because the laws 
are so complex, experience in this 
area is increasingly important to 
clients.   If you have been injured in 
an accident, contact partners Peter 
Rodgers or Jacqueline Thomas who 
focus their practice in the areas 
of personal injury law, wrongful 
death, automobile accidents and 
professional negligence.  Call Mr. 
Rodgers at 324-5707 or Ms. Thomas 
at 324-5717.

Drinking and driving is a hazardous 
combination that carries both a 

human and financial toll.  Any amount 
of drinking may affect your judgment 
and coordination.  During this holiday 
season, please use common sense and 
don’t drink and drive. 

If you are stopped for a DWI, there 
are several steps you must take:
• Stay calm and cooperate with the 
police; it is their opinion of your 
behavior that may determine whether 
or not you are charged. The police must 
have probable cause to detain you; 
without it there is no conviction.
• Proactively present your license, 
registration and insurance card to the 
officer.  Don’t wait to be asked.
• You have the right to remain silent and 
not incriminate yourself.
• Consult with Kevin Morabito, an 
experienced criminal defense attorney 
who focuses on DWI defense  

You must understand your legal rights 
should you be charged.  Kevin Morabito 
has over15 years experience in handling 
criminal matters and was a former DWI 
prosecutor.  Call him on his direct line 
at 324-5725. 

T

The New York State Bar Association 
invited Peter Rodgers to speak 
at a seminar entitled “Ethics and 
Professionalism”. This program 
presents 15 hypothetical situations 
involving the practice of law which 
raises issues of ethical conduct of 
attorneys such as confidentiality, 
conflict of interest, dual representation, 
etc.  Peter discussed two hypothetical 
situations that touch upon the Code of 
Professional Responsibility governing 
a lawyer’s conduct.

Mollie Katzen, daughter of founder 

Firm news Leon Katzen, and  Dr. Walter Willet, 
chair of the Harvard Board  Public 
Nutrition, have co-authored a book 
on nutrition. The book, entitled Eat, 
Drink and Weigh Less will be in 
bookstores in April, 2006. Mollie 
is a member of the Public Nutrition 
Board, and has also written the very 
popular Moosewood Cookbook.

Karen Schaefer presented a seminar 
to attorneys regarding the Trusts and 
Estates section of the New York State 
Bar Association on the topic of “Will 
and Trust Drafting and Other Estate 
Planning Issues”.   She also recently 
addressed “Business Succession 

Planning” as a hot topic for the 
Financial Planning Association of 
Upstate New York.  Finally, Karen 
spoke to a local church congregation 
on “Charitable Giving Techniques”.

Lisa Arrington was invited to speak 
to the United University Professions 
Active Retirees of Western New 
York on the topic of Eldercare Legal 
Issues. Patricia Baker, secretary of the 
organization,  praised Lisa saying that 
“the law firm was fortunate to have 
such a knowledgeable and accessible 
person as part of their team”. 

The annual food drive at Lacy Katzen, 



              s we approach the end of 2005 and   
               anticipate the new year, it is an appropriate  
  time to organize our thoughts and resolve 
to contact attorneys regarding matters that need to be 
attended to annually. 

Businesses

For our corporate clients, this is a good time to review 
the past year and plan for 2006.  Corporate attorney, 
Jennifer Chadwick has provided this list of questions 
businesses should ask themselves as the end of the 
year approaches.

1. Have you had your annual meeting to   
 elect officers and directors?
2. Have you updated your corporate book   
 to reflect any changes in your business
3. Do you have an employee handbook?    
 If so, has it been reviewed or revised as   
 needed?
4. Do you have a shareholder’s agreement   
 and has it been updated?
5. Do you need to work on any transfer of   
 your business assets in or prior to the   
 coming year?
6. Do you need to look into bank financing  
 to expand your business?
7. Have you thought of succession planning  
 for your business?

Real Estate

It has been a busy year in real estate, and for our 
clients who have either purchased or sold a home this 
year, it is important to get your paperwork in order.  
Here is a checklist to help you prepare:

• Contact your tax advisor to discuss how   
 the transaction may affect your tax   
 liability for 2005

• If you purchased a home, you may be   

New Year’s Resolutions for Our Clients
 eligible for a School Property Tax   
 Savings (STAR) exemption

• Contact the tax assessor in the   
 municipality where the property is  
 located to ensure that you will receive   
 any exemption you may entitled to

• If you paid off a mortgage you should   
 have received a satisfaction or discharge   
 of mortgage from your lender verifying   
 receipt of the payoff amount. If you   
 are holding the original satisfaction  
 or discharge please make sure that the   
 document has been recorded in the   
 County Clerk’s office where the property  
 is located. If you have any questions   
 please contact our real estate department  
 for assistance.  

Estate Planning

Your new year’s resolutions should also include Estate 
Planning.  Use this checklist as a guide:

• Do you have a will?  If so, has it been   
 updated recently?

• Are all beneficiary designations on your   
 life insurance policies and qualified IRA  
 or 401K accounts consistent with your will?

• Do you have a health care proxy? Do you  
 know where it is?

• Have you named a durable power of   
 attorney?

If you need help or have questions in any of these areas 
please contact us. We at Lacy Katzen are committed to 
providing all of our clients with the counsel they need 
to be prepared in both their personal and professional 
lives. We welcome the opportunity to be of service to 
you.

A

organized by Jennifer Chadwick, was 
a complete success.  Staff participated 
enthusiastically, donating five boxes 
of food in addition to nearly a dozen 
turkeys.   For the second consecutive 
year, food was delivered the Monday 
before Thanksgiving to the Rochester 
Family Mission on Tremont Street.  It 
is our wish that clients of Lacy Katzen 
will be charitable and remember the 
less fortunate at this and all other 
times of the year.

Jennifer Mereau, new associate 
in our litigation department, has 
been invited to speak at a two day 
January seminar on the Family 
Medical Leave Act.  She regularly 
counsels clients on employment 
and workplace issues.   If you are 
interested in attending the seminar 
or receiving more information, feel 
free to contact Ms. Mereau directly 
at 324-5710.

 
Kevin Morabito has joined the firm’s 
real estate practice group.  Mr. 
Morabito, a former Special United 
States Attorney and Senior County 
Assistant District Attorney, will 
also continue his criminal defense 
practice. 


